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Oregon Contemporary Theatre presents Larissa FastHorse’s Hilarious Satire
The Thanksgiving Play, November 8-24, 2019

EUGENE, OREGON – Oregon Contemporary Theatre is proud to present The Thanksgiving Play, a side-splitting satire by Larissa FastHorse. The Thanksgiving Play runs November 8 through November 24 at Oregon Contemporary Theatre, 194 West Broadway in downtown Eugene. Tickets are available online at www.octheatre.org or by calling 541-465-1506. 

Ah, Thanksgiving, that most American of holidays: when families gather to celebrate the warmth of home, the bounty of the harvest — and a legacy of genocide and violent colonial expansion. Good intentions collide with absurd assumptions in Larissa FastHorse’s wickedly funny satire, as a troupe of terminally “woke” teaching artists scrambles to create a pageant that somehow manages to celebrate both Turkey Day and Native American Heritage Month.

“Larissa FastHorse is an equal opportunity satirist. No sacred cows are spared in her provocatively funny The Thanksgiving Play,” says Craig Willis, OCT producing artistic director. “FastHorse enables us to laugh at ourselves while encouraging thoughtful reflection on how the best laid plans often go awry.”

The Thanksgiving Play features OCT veterans Kelly Oristano (At Home at the Zoo, Buried Child, Middletown, and Melancholy Play) and Kari Welch (At Home at the Zoo, Hand to God, The Big Meal, A Bright New Boise). Making their OCT debuts are Jennifer Appleby Chu and Scott Frazier-Maskiell.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The production team for The Thanksgiving Play includes director Kirk Boyd, scenic designer Steen V. Mitchell, costume designer Erin Wills, properties master Becca Blanchard, lighting designer Michael A. Peterson, and movement coordinator William M. Hulings. Christle O’Neill is the production stage manager.
Larissa FastHorse is an award-winning playwright, director, choreographer and performer based in Santa Monica, CA. Her honors include: the PEN/USA Literary Award for Drama, NEA Distinguished New Play Development Grant, Joe Dowling Annamakerrig Fellowship, AATE Distinguished Play Award, Inge Residency, Sundance/Ford Foundation Fellowship, Aurand Harris Fellowship, and numerous Ford Foundation and NEA Grants.
Larissa FastHorse's plays include: Cow Pie Bingo, Urban Rez, Native Nation, Landless, Average Family, Teaching Disco Squaredancing to Our Elders: A Class Presentation and Cherokee Family Reunion. She has written commissions for Yale Rep, Cornerstone Theatre Company, Artists Repertory Theater, Children’s Theatre Company of Minneapolis, AlterTheater, Kennedy Center TYA, Native Voices at the Autry, Perseverance Theatre Company, and Mountainside Theatre. She developed plays with Kansas City Rep, Arizona Theatre Company, the Center Theatre Group Writer’s Workshop and Berkeley Rep’s Ground Floor. She is a current member of the Playwrights' Center Core Writers, Playwright’s Union, Director’s Lab West 2015, Theatre Communications Group board of directors, and is an enrolled member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Sicangu Lakota Nation.
Pay-What-You-Can preview performances of The Thanksgiving Play are November 6 and November 7 at 7:30pm. Opening night is Friday, November 8 at 7:30 pm. The performance run then continues through November 24.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.octheatre.org or contact the OCT Box Office at (541)465-1506. All performances take place at Oregon Contemporary Theatre, 194 W Broadway in the heart of downtown Eugene.
“Very, very funny. Larissa FastHorse’s The Thanksgiving Play skewers liberal pretensions with glee — this clever satire is something for which to be truly thankful.” — Hollywood Reporter
“The familiar, whitewashed story of Pilgrims and Native Americans chowing down together gets a delicious roasting from expert farceurs.” — The New York Times
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The Thanksgiving Play Performance Calendar

Wednesday, November 6 	7:30pm	Pay-What-You-Can Preview ($15 suggested)
Thursday, November 7	7:30pm	Pay-What-You-Can Preview ($15 suggested)

Friday, November 8		7:30pm	Opening Night ($40 includes post-show dessert 
reception with the artists)
Saturday, November 9	7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20

Thursday, November 14	7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Friday, November 15		7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Saturday, November 16	7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Sunday, November 17	2:00pm	Matinee, Tickets start at $20

Thursday, November 21	7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Friday, November 22 		7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Saturday, November 23	7:30pm	Performance, Tickets start at $20
Sunday, November 24	2:00pm	Matinee, Tickets start at $20
